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Annual Wreath Sale to be Held On
December 4%
At the Madison Masonic Lodge

The Madison Historical Society’s Annual
Christmas Wreath Sale will be held at the Masonic
Lodge, 170 Main St., on December 4™ from 1-4
PM. Parking is available at the rear of the building.
Wreaths on sale are made through the efforts of
members of the Historical Society, the Madison
Garden Club, and Madison High School art
students.

The Masonic Lodge, home of Madison Masonic
Lodge No. 93, is the oldest existing church structure
in Madison. It was built in 1825 and served as the
Presbyterian Church until 1930.

A tour of the upstairs of the
Lodge will be available
during the wreath sale.

In addition, a 1950 vintage doll house will be
raffled off at 3:30 PM. For details on the purchase of
tickets. See story on page 2.
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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Susan Simon

This is a really exciting time for the Madison Historical
Society. A new website. The Adopt-A-Picture project. Our
upcoming wreath sale and ongoing revelations about the Luke
Miller Forge.

Our new website is now up and running and we are
adding new information on a continuing basis. An enormous
thanks to everyone that worked on the project. Karen Jones
was the chairperson of the website committee. Keith Munkel
helped design and enter information. Dave Luber entered much
of the information and is continuing to update it. Kate
Malcolm and Jim Malcolm were also very helpful. A very
special thank you goes to Robert Kopacz who gave us his
expertise and time to design and get the site up and running.

As indicated on page 6 of this newsletter, we have
added two more pictures to our Adopt-A-Picture program
which has turned into a great success. You can either adopt
one of the pictures by paying for its reframing or you can make
a general contribution to the cause.

On December 4™ we will once again have our annual
Wreath Sale. This year we will be at the Masonic Lodge on
Main Street next to the Madison Junior School. Money from
the wreath sale is used to help finance the archaeological study
at the Luke Miller Forge and be sure and check out the raffle
for the restored doll house. (See below).

Doll House Raffle

A 1950s restored doll house will be raffled off at 3:30
PM on December 4, 2010 at the Madison Historical
Society Wreath Sale to be held at the Madison
Masonic Lodge building between 1 and 4 PM. Raffle
Tickets are $10.00 each and can be purchased at the
Wreath Sale or at Tons of Toys, 111 Main Street,
Madison between Thanksgiving Weekend and
December 4™, 3:30 PM at the Wreath Sale site. The
Doll House is on Display at Rose City Jewelers, 1
Waverly Place, Madison. (Raffle date pending
approval by the New Jersey Gaming Commission.)



@ Spotlight on History
\/@; Gypsies: An Important Part of Madison History

By Doug Simon

Little known to many Madison residents, gypsies are an integral part of the
history of Madison. For years prior to and after the turn of the century, gypsies
made the borough the site of an annual camp. The trek to Madison came in the
form of a train of colorful wagons. Their leader was Gypsy King Naylor
Harrison, who reigned over the gypsies of the eastern part of the United States. It
must be noted, however, that Harrison often denied being a king. “King? Well,
some folks called us king, but that doesn’t make it so, not by a long shot. King or
Chief, it’s all the same. I’m not either. Never was king of anything but my own
family and not so much of that.”* Mrs. Harrison was even more emphatic with
regard to their gypsy roots. “A pack of lies, they wrote — A pack of lies.” * But if
one explores any number of histories and websites devoted to American gypsies,
there is little doubt about Naylor Harrison’s strong ties to the gypsy community.

Harrison and his wife traveled extensively throughout the United States but Gypsy King Naylor Harrison

summered at his modest house on Greenwood Avenue near the intersection with Ridgedale Avenue in Florham
Park and his grave can be found in Hillside Cemetery in Madison. He was a man of considerable means, some
say a millionaire, his wealth largely based on his horse trading business and real estate. * Indeed, he was
considered one of the shrewdest horse traders in the entire country.* He regularly furnished horses for among
others, the Twombley family.®> Despite his unusual life as a Gypsy, he was highly respected in the area and
was a member of the local Masonic Lodge No. 93.

The rule of the Gypsy King was a tradition of English gypsies. Consistent with that, Naylor Harrison, King
of the Gypsies, was born in 1843 in Plymouth, England and was brought to the United States when he was
eight years old. He was married to Louisa the Dowager Queen who was called the Madam and was a renown
palm reader and a devote Presbyterian. Together they had 9 sons and 5 daughters, all married except 2 sons,
and all with large families.® Four of the sons attended Princeton University.

: Gypsy King Naylor Harrison died on July 3, 1928 and his funeral and burial must
have been a sight to behold. As an obituary of the time put it, “More than 1000 ‘Romany
Ryes’ from all corners of the continent are moving swiftly across gypsy trails today to lay
a rose on the grave of their 85 year old chieftain. The body of Naylor Harrison, monarch
of the open road, lies on a plain pine board in the home from which he ruled the
American gypsies. Outside expensive automobiles, horse carts and prairie schooners dot
the thirty acres which Harrison bought five years ago. Some of the clan already has
arrived. The center of the Kingdom is a smoking mound of ashes where all the personal
R property of King Naylor was burned in accordance with the ancient Romany custom.
Harrison Grave, Hillside Antique furniture raised, Persian rugs and a valuable four poster bed have gone up in

Cemetery smoke in the midst of luxury. King Naylor lived simply. The only thing his subjects
ever dared violate was when some of them bought automobiles. The king never owned one.”’

1 Madison Eagle, October 17, 1924, p. 1

2 lbid., p. 1

3 Frank J. Esposito, The Madison Heritage Trail, Madison, N.J.: The Madison Bicentennial Heritage Committee, 1985, p.
210.

*sandy Bucklee, Romany lJib, http://gypsyjib.wetpaint.com

> Madison Eagle, October 17,1924, p. 1

® Bucklee, Romany Jib

7 Ray Cannata, Information compiled for http:www.findagrave.com


http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=23692051&PIpi=13560954
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=23692051&PIpi=11408866
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Welcome to the Madison
Historical Society Online

as well as memorabilia for sale. If you would like to become a member of the
Society or make a donation, please click appropriate link To get to know us
better. helo vourself to a coov of our latest Newsletter.

Become a Member

The Madison Historical Society is a
great way to help preserve the town’s
past while learning about it. Click
here for more information.

Did You Know...

Donate!

Please Click Here to learn how to donate

to the Madison Historical Society

The new Madison Historical Society
Website is now on line. Check it out!
The site includes a variety of links
including: About the Society,
Membership, Calendar of Upcoming
Events, a listing of Board and
Trustees, Gift Shop, Adopt a Picture
Program, Related Links, Directions,
and Contacts, and a copy of the latest
Society Newsletter.

REGIONAL EVENTS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST

Millburn-Short Hills Historical Society, 11/14/2010 1:00 — 4:00 PM, Short Hills Park Historic House
Tour. A tour of three outstanding historic Highland Avenue homes all within a few steps of each other.
The three homes were all part of the Stewart Hartshorn ideal community that he envisaged in the late 19"
century. Tickets are $30 for non-members. Contact the Milburn-Short Hills Historical Society, PO Box
243, Short Hills, NJ 07078.

Montclair Historical Society, 11/7/2010 and 12/5/2010 Open Hearth
Cooking Demonstration, 1:00 — 3:00 PM, 108 Orange Road, Montclair.
Sit before a crackling fire in our 1796 kitchen and watch food being prepared
over an open hearth. In November, we’ll prepare dishes from Fanny Crane’s
cookbook, and in December we’ll prepare a holiday feast.

Morris County Historical Society, 11/12/2010, 2:00 PM Victorian
Christmas Traditions at the Pequannock Township Library. MCHS
director Bonnie-Lynn Nadzeika will present a slide program on Victorian
Christmas traditions, from the Christmas tree to the Christmas card and how
those traditions became synonymous with how modern Americans celebrate
the holiday season. Part of the MCHS Community Speakers Program. Free.

Morris County Historical Society, 11/14/2010 2:00 PM, The Gilded Age: Millionaires, Mansions and
Maids. An MCHS staff member will present a slide lecture based on the 2005 exhibition chronicling
Morris County's lifestyles of the rich and famous, circa 1890. Part of the MCHS Community Speakers
Program. Program will be at the Chatham Township Historical Society, 24 Southern Blvd Chatham, NJ

07928,



http://www.madisonhistoricalsociety.org/
http://www.pequannocklibrary.org/
http://www.acornhall.org/Community%20Speakers.htm
http://www.acornhall.org/Community%20Speakers.htm

MADISON HISTORICAL SOCIETY — ITEMS FOR SALE

Books:

BOTTLE HILL AND MADISON by William Parkhurst Tuttle $30.00
FROM HERE TO HEAVEN by Thomas Sapio $14.50
GROWING UP IN THE ROSE CITY by William F. Redmond, Il $10.00
IMAGES OF AMERICA — MADISON by John T. Cunningham $20.00
IMAGES OF AMERICA — CHATHAM TOWNSHIP by John T. Cunningham $20.00
MEMORIES ENTWINED WITH ROSES by Ruth Churchill $15.00
ST. VINCENT MARTYR PARISH, 200 YEARS OF FAITH by Michael P. Riccards  $25.00
THE UNCERTAIN REVOLUTION by John T. Cunningham $26.95
CROSSROADS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION: A GUIDE TO NEW

JERSEY’S AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY WAR SITES $5.00

NEW JERSEY GOES TO WAR: BIOGRAPHIES OF 150 NEW JERSEYANS
CAUGHT UP IN THE STRUGGLE OF THE CIVIL WAR edited by

Joseph G. Bilby $20.00
LINCOLN’S WHITE HYOUSE SECRETARY: THE ADVENTUROUS LIFE

OF WILLIAM 0. STODDARD edited by Harold Holzer $39.95
Maps:
1910 ATLAS OF MORRIS COUNTY by A.H. Mueller Members $115
MADISON PLATES 3, 4, 5: Approximate size 22” x 31” each Non members $125
Miscellaneous:
2010-2011 Pocket Calendar by Madison Historical Society $1.00
Postcards of Historic Madison $1.00 each or

Set of 4 $3.75

Rose City Tote Bag $12.00
Hartley Dodge Memorial Anniversary Note Cards (Pack of 4) $ 3.00
Christmas Ornament: Historic Sayre House $10.00
Christmas Ornament: Luke Miller House $10.00
Madison Historical Society Note Pad with Pen $ 2.50
2008, 2009 Madison Photos on Calendar $ 5.00
Madison Historical Society DVD’s $10.00 each

The War Years, On the Home Front 1940-1955
History of Roses in Madison,

Vietnam Oral History Project (with booklet),
Italian History in Madison, Black Church History,
Luke Miller, Forging History,

Isaac Gordon — Civil War in N.J.




PROGRAM TO CONTINUE PRESERVING HISTORICAL PICTURES

AND DOCUMENTS CONTINUES

Madison Historical Society’s program to help preserve its collection of valuable pictures and
documents continues with nine major pieces having been adopted for reframing. These include:

Photographs of the home of Mrs. J.M. Young on the estate known as “Ingleside.”

A petition dated 1840 requesting the construction of a boarding house in Madison and signed by
many of the original settlers in Madison.

A print of the well-known Charles Wilson Peal portrait of General George Washington with
General Marquis de Lafayette and Lt. Col. Tench Tilghman.

An original cartoon depicting Prohibition in Madison that appeared in the Madison Eagle in 1933.
A Portrait of the first Mayor, J.P. Albright, and Council of the Borough of Madison.

Aerial photograph of New York/N.J. region taken from a balloon in 1871.

Photo of the 1935 Dedication of the Hartley Dodge Memorial Building.

Portrait of Mayor William F. Redmond of Madison from 1908-19009.

A commemorative crest painted in honor of Frank Page, Madison resident who fought in the civil
war.

The Society is extremely grateful to the following people who have either adopted specific pictures and/or
documents or made general financial contributions to the preservation campaign: Sylvia and David Luber,
Melda Pike, Mary Anna Holden, Dorothy Pietrowski, Loretta Carey, Zig Kamininski, Doug and Susan
Simon, Dan Seidel, Larry Taber, and Cathie and Bob Coultas.

The following are additional items that need preservation work and if you would like to adopt one of these
items or just make a general contribution to the effort, please contact Susan L. Simon at 973-822-2377 or
the Society at 973-377-0722 x 8. The cost for preservation and reframing are indicated.

A copy of the Gilbert Stuart portrait of
George Washington originally in the
possession of the Callmeyer family of
Madison, descendents of the children
who greeted Lafayette when he visited
the borough in 1825. $448.50

Map of Morris
County, Its Progress
Since 1695. $195

The Drew University
Epworth League, 1927.
Founded in 1889 in

“O‘\(muﬂ OF MAD’SON_".J

§ 6 o §§ /.wi Mayor S.A. Gruver

1 Cleveland, Ohio, the 1;’29 gl with _C(_)uncil an_d
Epworth League is a §6§ 6 §9§8§ Administrators in
young adult association * S 1939. $79

of the United Methodist ‘ % e: i
Church. $220



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Methodist_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Methodist_Church

LUBER INTERVIEW NOVEMBER 7TH

Dave Luber, Historian for the Madison Historical Society was recently interviewed about the origins,
history and significance of Bottle Hill Day in Madison. The interview will be aired on Cable Channel 78 at
8:00 AM, 10 AM, 2:30 PM, 6:30 PM and 10:30 PM on November 7th.

Society Members Hear of Latest Discoveries at Luke Miller House

On September 22, Madison Historical Society members received a report on
the latest discoveries at the Luke Miller House. Dr. lan C. Burrow, Vice
President and Principal Archaeologist for Hunter Research, Inc. in Trenton
shared the results of archaeological efforts undertaken at the Forge area of the
Miller property. Under the supervision of Dr. Burrow work was
accomplished in May of 2009 by Drew University Historic Preservation
Certificate students and in June of 2010 by Madison High School students.
As the latest report notes, “Work undertaken in 2008 had cast some doubt on
the traditional interpretation of the present building as a forge. Shovel testing
showed a dramatic concentration of ferrous metal, charcoal and slag on the
lawn area between the Forge and Ridgedale Avenue, particularly noteworthy
because of the almost total absence of such material in the Forge building

Dr. lan Burrow itself........ Close examination of the series of 19th-century maps....... showed

that there was probably a long rectangular building at this location (between

the Forge and the road) in 1857 and 1868.” Indications were that the forge may actually have been this now
vanished building.

The latest investigations had the intention of locating foundations of this
missing building shown on the 19th-century maps. Work done in May
of 2009 and June of 2010 confirmed the presence of quantities of
ferrous material, slag and charcoal in the area between the current
building and Ridgedale Avenue. Artifacts recovered from the site
included nails, a number of tools, including a claw hammer and
probable files, and kettle fragments. A small quantity of ceramics and
pipe stems were also recovered. Additionally, the work indicated that
there is below-ground structural information in the lawn area relating to
a building associated with forge-related activities. The recommended
next step will be to establish the extent of the wall foundation.

st

The Forge Building

Current and New Members of the Historical Society

The Madison Historical Society currently has 93 members accounting for 144 people. The Society
would like to welcome new members: John and Chris Anderson and family.




The Madison Historical Society

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 148, Madison, 07940
Office located in the Local History Center of the Madison Library
Office Hours: Tuesday, 10:30 am to 3:30 pm, First Wednesday
evening of the month, by appointment only.
Office Phone: 973-377-0722 x 8
Contacts: President Susan Simon: 973-822-2377
Collection Custodian: 973-377-3203
Web: www.rosenet.org/mhs Fax: 973-377-3142
Email: historicalsociety@rosenet.org



http://www.rosenet.org/mhs

